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1.1 Purpose of the Lake Macquarie City Council Waste Management Guidelines 

The objectives of the Lake Macquarie City Council Waste Management Guidelines (WMG) in general are to: 

 apply waste avoidance, reuse and recycling in design;

 reduce the amount of waste that a development sends to landfill;

 minimise ongoing operational waste management costs to property owners, occupants and the City;
and

 minimise developments’ waste management impacts on occupants and surrounding areas;

and specifically are to: 

 reduce demolition waste by maximising beneficial reuse of infrastructure, buildings and materials
onsite;

 avoid creating construction waste wherever possible;

 enable maximum diversion of demolition and construction waste to reuse, recycling or composting;

 ensure that waste management is planned across all demolition and construction stages so that
reusable resources and waste can be appropriately and effectively stored and removed safely from
site without adverse impacts on local amenity;

and, for operational waste management, to: 

 ensure that waste management infrastructure and operational procedures are an integral part of the
development’s design and ongoing management;

 ensure sufficient volume of equitably accessible, safe, hygienic and aesthetically appropriate waste
storage is provided on the property to minimise negative impacts of waste management on occupants
and neighbours;

 enable maximum opportunities for separation of reusable, recyclable, compostable and problem
wastes from residual garbage bins;

 ensure equitable access for all occupants to opportunities to maximise diversion of waste;

 provide flexibility to expand or reconfigure waste separation systems, so that owners and occupants
have options to access a range of waste services;

 ensure secure separation of commercial waste from residential waste storage and collection;

 provide unobstructed waste collection point(s) that are safely and efficiently accessible by Council
waste collection vehicles wherever possible; and to

 provide unobstructed, safe access to move waste between source points (such as dwellings,
businesses, buildings and public area bins) and waste storage points and to move bins and bulk
waste (such as furniture and whitegoods) between storage and collection points.

Designers and developers should follow the WMG to: 

 achieve development approval for the waste management components of proposed developments;
and

 deliver customised and effective waste management planning and infrastructure on a property-by-
property basis.

The WMG builds on the waste management provisions contained within Lake Macquarie City Council’s Local 
Environment Plan (LEP) and Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP).  

It supports the aims of the LEP: 

“(c) to promote the efficient and equitable provision of public services, infrastructure and amenities, 

“(e) to apply the principles of ecologically sustainable development, 

“(f) to encourage development that enhances the sustainability of Lake Macquarie City, including the 
ability to adapt to and mitigate against climate change.” 

The WMG provides advice on: 
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 how to minimise waste;  

 key considerations of waste management for property development, covering the stages of: 

o demolition; 

o construction; and 

o ongoing operational use of the built property; 

 waste management advice specific by property type (e.g. residential, commercial, retail, industrial) 
and by land use type (e.g. child care centre, aged care facility; event); 

 what Council considers when assessing waste management components of development 
applications; 

 completing the waste management planning checklists and templates; 

 design and location of waste storage areas and collection points; and 

 waste collection services offered by Lake Macquarie City Council. 
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Figure 1 - Principles of waste management planning 
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1.2 How to use the waste management guidelines 

Waste avoidance and management typically needs to be considered throughout the demolition, construction 
and operational use stages of developing a property.  

To use the WMG, find the type of development you are planning to make in the table of contents, or in the list 
of specific land uses below, then refer to the corresponding section (2 to 7) that covers your type of 
development.  

Section 8 (Demolition) and Section 9 (Construction) apply to all development types and the guidance within 
these sections should be followed in addition to the section(s) specific to your type of development. 

An overview of the waste management guidelines structure is shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 - Overview of waste management guidelines structure 
 

 Ongoing operational use of the property (see Sections 2 to 7, by land use type) 

o Single dwelling houses and home business (Section 2) 

o Multiple Dwellings (Section 3) 

o Commercial and Retail (Section 4) 

o Industrial (Section 5) 

o Events (Section 6) 

o Subdivisions (Section 7) 

 Demolition (Section 8) 

 Construction (Section 9) 

 
Specific land uses:  

The WMG sections cover the following Specific Land Uses: 

Section 2 – Single dwelling houses 

 dwelling houses in rural and environmental zones (single dwellings); 

 foreshore and Waterway Developments (single dwellings); 

 home business and Home Industry; and 

 housing on small and narrow lots. 

Section 3 – Multiple Dwellings 

 attached dwellings; 

 dual occupancies; 

 dwelling houses in rural and environmental zones (that are group homes and attached dual 
occupancies); 

 foreshore and waterway developments (multiple dwellings); 

 multi-dwelling housing; 

 residential flat buildings; 

 secondary dwellings; 

 housing on small and narrow lots (multiple dwellings); 

 boarding houses and hostels; 

 group homes;  

 short-term rental accommodation; 

 social housing; and 

 seniors’ living developments. 
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Section 4 – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

 bed and breakfast / farm stay accommodation; 

 caravan parks (including camping grounds) and manufactured home estates; 

 foreshore and waterway developments (commercial waterfront / jetties); 

 health consulting rooms; 

 places of public worship; 

 service stations and highway service centres; 

 sex service premises; 

 signage; 

 tourist and visitor accommodation (including hotels, motels, backpackers accommodation, 
serviced apartments and other tourist and visitor accommodation); 

 retail, industrial retail outlet and wholesale supplies premises; 

 office premises, business premises, banks, post offices, hairdressers, funeral homes and 
registered clubs; 

 veterinary hospitals; 

 public and private recreation; 

 amusement and functions centres and entertainment facilities; and 

 aged care facilities. 

Section 5 – Industrial 

 boat building and repair workshops (foreshore and waterways development); 

 intensive agriculture; 

 vehicle repair workshops and depots; 

 sustainable aquaculture; 

 light, heavy and general industries, hazardous, offensive and high technology industries; 

 infrastructure; and 

 waste management or resource recovery facilities. 

Section 6 – Events  

Section 7 – Subdivisions 
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Check which section(s) of the WMG covers the Specific Land Use(s) in Table 2: 

Table 2 - Land use and appropriate WMG section 

Land Use WMG section 

Aged care facilities Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Amusement centres Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Aquaculture (sustainable) Section 5 – Industrial 

Attached dwellings Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Backpackers accommodation Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Banks Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Bed and breakfast accommodation Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Boarding houses and hostels Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 
Boat building and repair workshops 
(foreshore and waterways development); Section 5 – Industrial 

Business premises Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Camping grounds Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Caravan parks Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 
Commercial and Retail, Recreational and 
Tourism Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Commercial waterfront / jetty Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Dual occupancies Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 
Dwelling houses in rural and environmental 
zones (single dwellings) Section 2 - Single dwelling houses 
Dwelling houses in rural and environmental 
zones (that are group homes and attached 
dual occupancies) Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Entertainment facilities Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Events  Section 6 – Events  

Farm stay accommodation Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 
Foreshore and waterway developments 
(commercial waterfront / jetties) Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 
Foreshore and waterway developments 
(multiple dwellings) Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 
Foreshore and Waterway Developments 
(single dwellings) Section 2 - Single dwelling houses 

Functions centres Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Funeral homes Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Group homes Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Hairdressers Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Hazardous or offensive industries Section 5 – Industrial 

Health consulting rooms Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Heavy industries Section 5 – Industrial 

High technology industries Section 5 – Industrial 

Home business and Home Industry Section 2 - Single dwelling houses 

Hotels Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Housing on small and narrow lots Section 2 - Single dwelling houses 
Housing on small and narrow lots (multiple 
dwellings) Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 
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Industrial developments Section 5 – Industrial 

Industrial retail outlet Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Industries (general) Section 5 – Industrial 

Infrastructure Section 5 – Industrial 

Intensive agriculture Section 5 – Industrial 

Light industries Section 5 – Industrial 

Manufactured home estates Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Motels Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Multi-dwelling housing Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Multiple Dwellings Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Office premises Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Places of public worship Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Post offices Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Recreation - public and privately owned Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Registered clubs Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Residential flat buildings Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Resource recovery facilities Section 5 – Industrial 

Retail Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Secondary dwellings Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Seniors’ living developments Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 
Service stations and highway service 
centres Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Serviced apartments Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Sex service premises Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Short-term rental accommodation Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Signage Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Single dwelling houses Section 2 - Single dwelling houses 

Social housing Section 3  – Multiple Dwellings 

Subdivisions Section 7 – Subdivisions 

Tourist and visitor accommodation Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Vehicle repair workshops and depots Section 5 – Industrial 

Veterinary hospitals Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 

Waste management facilities Section 5 – Industrial 

Wholesale supplies premises Section 4  – Commercial and Retail, Recreational and Tourism 
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1.3 How the waste management guidelines relate to the DCP 

The Waste Management Guidelines (WMG) forms a part of the Lake Macquarie City Council Development 
Control Plan 2014 (DCP).  

An Operational Waste Management Plan (WMP) must be prepared in accordance with the Lake Macquarie 
Waste Management Guidelines. The guidance in the WMG is important in considering development approval 
under the controls listed in the DCP.  Proponents may propose alternative means of meeting the intent of the 
development controls in the DCP, which are subject to merit-based assessment in the context of the 
objectives in the DCP.  

The WMG provides explanatory information and additional considerations in each section to assist the 
applicant in achieving practical waste management outcomes. 

Table 3 summarises the information sources relevant to the objectives and controls for all land uses covered 
in the DCP and WMG. This table is replicated as a graphic at the beginning of each subsection in Sections 2.2 
– 7.2. It serves as a navigational tool using an orange-highlighted cell to provide the reader with a quick visual 
reference to the source document of the objectives, controls and guidance to meet operational controls 
relevant to that particular section of the WMG.  

Table 3 - Location of objectives and controls between the DCP and WMG 

Document Objectives 
By Zone 

Controls By Zone Subdivisions Specific Land Uses Events 

DCP DCP  
Parts 2 - 7 

Controls by zone – see 
DCP Parts 2-7 

Controls – see DCP 
Part 8 

Detailed objectives and 
controls for specific land 
uses (additional to controls 
by zone) - see DCP Parts 
9.1-9.19 

 

WMG  Guidance to controls  by 
zones – see WMG (all 
Sections 2-7) 

Guidance to controls - 
see WMG Section 7 

Objectives and guidance for 
specific land uses, such as 
child care and aged care, 
not covered in DCP Part 9 

Detailed 
objectives and 
controls WMG 
Section 6 
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Table 4 provides a cross-reference for which Sections of the WMG need to be used when preparing 
development applications according to the land use Zones that are covered in Parts 2-7 of the DCP.  Check 
which zone(s) your development is in (down left of table) and what type of use(s) are proposed (across the top 
of the table).  

Table 4 - Waste management guidelines sections relevant to DCP Parts 2-7 (Zones)  

DCP Part WMG 
Section 2 
Single 
Dwellings 

WMG 
Section 3 
Multiple 
Dwellings 

WMG 
Section 4 
Commercial, 
Retail, 
Recreation 
and Tourism 

WMG 
Section 5 
Industrial 

WMG 
Section 6 
Events 
(Temporary 
Use) 

WMG 
Section 8 
Demolition 

WMG 
Section 9 
Construction 

2 Rural 
Zones 

Y 
Y 

 (attached dual 
occupancies) 

Y 

Y  
(agricultural 
industries, 
transport 
facilities) 

Y Y Y 

3 Residential 
Zones 

Y Y 

Y  
(café, 

neighbourhood 
shops, health 

consulting room) 
– See Section 2 

for home 
business 

N 
See Section 2 

for home 
industry 

Y Y Y 

4 Business 
Zones 

N 

Y 
(mixed use 

development 
involving 

commercial, 
retail and 

residential) 

Y  
(most types of 
businesses) 

Y 
(factory, vehicle 
repair stations, 

heavy 
industries) – 

See Section 2 
for home 
industry 

Y Y Y 

5 Industrial 
and 
Infrastructure 
Zones N N 

Y 
(hostels, group 

homes) 

Y 
(transport 

projects, waste 
management 

facilities, heavy 
and polluting 

industries, 
intensive 

agriculture) 

Y Y Y 

6 Recreation/ 
Tourist 
Zones 

N Y Y 
(kiosks, cafes) 

N Y Y Y 

7 EPZ 
(Environment 
protection zone) 

Y N Y 
(kiosks)  

N 
See Section 2 

for home 
industry 

Y Y Y 

 

Subdivisions:  

DCP Part 8 Subdivisions is covered in WMG Section 7. If the subdivision involves demolishing and 
constructing buildings or infrastructure then WMG Section 8 (Demolition) and Section 9 (Construction) also 
applies. 
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Specific Land Uses: 

Some developments have specific land use criteria.  DCP Part 9 covers these criteria. Table 5 provides a 
cross-reference, indicating which Sections of the WMG need to be used when preparing development 
applications that have specific land use criteria associated with them.  

Table 5 - Waste management guidelines sections relevant to developments with specific land uses covered in DCP Part 9 

DCP Part 9 WMG Section 
2 Single 
Dwellings 

WMG Section 
3 Multiple 
Dwellings 

WMG Section 4 
Commercial, 
Retail, Recreation 
and Tourism 

WMG Section  
Industrial 

WMG Section 8 
Demolition 

WMG Section 9 
Construction 

9.1 Attached 
dwellings 

N  

See Section 3 
Y N N Y Y 

9.2 Bed and 
breakfast / farm 
stay 

N N Y N Y Y 

9.3 Caravan parks 
and manufactured 
home estates 

N N Y N Y Y 

9.5 Dwelling house 
in rural and EPZ 

Y Y* N N Y Y 

9.6 Dual occupancy N Y N N Y Y 

9.7 Foreshore and 
waterway 

Y Y Y N 
See Section 4 

Y Y 

9.8 Health 
consulting 

N 
See Section 2 

home business for 
small practices 

N 
See Section 2 

home business for 
small practices 

Y N Y Y 

9.9 Home business 
and industry Y 

N 
See Section 2 
home business  

N 
See Section 2  
home industry  

N 
See Section 2  
home industry  

Y Y 

9.10 Intensive 
agriculture 

N N N Y Y Y 

9.11 Multi-dwelling 
housing 

N Y N N Y Y 

9.12 Public worship N N Y N Y Y 

9.13 Residential flat 
buildings 

N Y N N Y Y 

9.14 Secondary 
dwelling 

N Y N N Y Y 

9.15 Service 
stations 

N N Y N Y Y 

9.16 Sex service 
premises 

N N Y N Y Y 

9.17 Signage N N Y N N N 

9.18 Tourist and 
visitor 
accommodation 

N N Y N Y Y 

9.19 Housing on 
small and narrow 
lots 

Y N 
See Section 2 

N N Y Y 

Y* Only applies to multiple dwelling developments that are Group Homes (in Rural and Environment Protection Zones (EPZ)) [or Dual 
Occupancies (attached) in Rural Zones)] since other types of multiple dwelling developments are not permitted in Rural and EP Zones. 
\




