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Introduction 

Purpose 

Contaminated soil from eligible residents in the Lead Abatement Strategy Area (LAS) near the 
former Pasminco lead and zinc smelter in Boolaroo is now accepted at the Awaba Waste 
Management Facility (AWMF).   

The Environment Protection Authority has waived the waste environment levy and reclassified lead 
contaminated soil from the LAS area as a general solid waste, allowing Council to accept 
contaminated soil from the LAS at AWMF. 

Scope 

The waste levy exemption is governed by the NSW EPA and is only available to residential 
properties (not commercial or industrial businesses) within the LAS area (see Attachment 1).  

The EPA’s Immobilised Contaminants Approval (ICA) and waste levy exemption, only applies to 
lead contaminated soil. The ICA is valid until 19 January 2025. The Waste Levy Exemption is valid 
until 31 January2026. The ICA does not apply to any other type of waste generated by building or 
renovation works, such as asbestos impacted soil, clean fill, black slag, or demolition waste. 
Landowners should take care to ensure that lead contaminated soil is segregated from other waste 
streams in those situations where soil removal forms part of other works.  

Segregated lead contaminated soil must also meet the following disposal requirements to manage 
the potential health impacts from handling lead contaminated soils. 

 

 
Procedures 

Disposal Procedures for Lead-Contaminated Soil 

Because of the potential health impacts and community concerns associated with exposure to lead, 
a comprehensive set of procedures for the disposal of lead contaminated soils (LCS) at the AWMF 
have been developed in consultation with health professionals to minimise exposure risks to 
residents, contractors and Council staff.  

Lead contaminated soil must be handled in a way that prevents it from escaping into the 
environment during excavation, loading, transportation and disposal. It is mandatory that all lead 
contaminated soil deliveries are presented at the AWMF by either:  

a) In the specially supplied bulka bags supplied free of charge by Council.  

All bulka bags must be presented half-filled (0.5m3) and sealed. The bag has a top covering flap 
that should be folded over the soil after filling, tied off and all four corner lifting loops drawn into 
the centre of the top of the bag and duct taped.  

All bags must be clean, securely fastened and free of any damage, rips or holes, including 
damage to the lifting eyes.  

The bags will be inspected by AWMF staff upon arrival at the weighbridge and prior to unloading. 
Refer to Attachment 2 for acceptable and unacceptable presentation of bulka bags for lead 
contaminated soil.  
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or  

b) Alternatively, the LCS can be sampled and tested by a NATA registered laboratory to 
determine the lead content. If this certification indicates the lead level of the LCS to be below the 
threshold of 600mg/kg, then this certified LCS can be transported to, and disposed of, at the 
AWMF without the need for bulka bags.  

The LCS must be sampled in accordance with Australian Standard  

The LCS must then be analysed in accordance with the National Environmental Protection 
(Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure (NEPM 1999 as amended 2013), Schedule B2 
Guideline on Site Characterisation. The lead levels of the soil must be below the threshold of 
600mg/kg, in accordance with Column C of Table 2 of Schedule B7 Section 3 of the NEPM 
2013. This certified LCS can then be transported to the AWMF without the need for bulka bags.  

or  

c) Alternatively, previous soil testing undertaken by the EPA may be used to determine the lead 
concentration of the soil for the property. If this previous soil testing indicates the lead level of the 
LCS to be below the threshold of 600mg/kg, then this LCS can be transported to, and disposed 
of, at the AWMF without the need for bulka bags.  

If pursuing this option, you must contact Council to formally confirm the lead concentration in the 
soil for the property.  

Ben Fairfull 

Group Coordinator Waste Operations 

Phone: (02) 4921 0766 

Email: bfairfull@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 

 

Lead contaminated soil not presented in line with these requirements, or accompanied by a 
NATA registered laboratory certification, or Council’s formal confirmation, indicating the lead 
levels are below 600mg/kg, will not be accepted for disposal. 
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Disposal Process 

1.  Contact Council’s Waste Services Department on 4921 0766 to arrange the pick-up of 
sufficient free bulka bags and a roll of duct tape to contain the soil for transport and disposal.  

2. Bulka bags and duct tape can be collected free of charge from: a. Council’s Works Depot 
Reception at 18-32 Creek Reserve Road Boolaroo from 8am to 4pm weekdays.  

3. Proof of identity and address from where the LCS is coming from must be provided to receive 
the bulka bags and duct tape. Proof of identity and address may be in the form of current 
copies of:  

a. Council Rates Notice  

b. Lease agreement  

c. Drivers licence  

d. Utilities rates notice (power, water, gas)  

4. At the time of collecting the bulka bags and duct tape the following details will be recorded:  

a. Name  

b. Address  

c. Contact phone number(s)  

d. Form of proof of identity  

e. Approx amount of LCS to be disposed (m3)  

f. Number of bulka bags provided  

5. A minimum of 24 hours notice must be given to the Coordinator of the Awaba Waste 
Management Facility (AWMF) on 4921 0778 prior to the disposal of all quantities of LCS.  

6. At the time of booking, the following details will be recorded in the AWMF’s LCS booking diary:  

a. Name  

b. Address  

c. Contact phone number(s)  

d. Approx amount of LCS to be disposed (number of bulka bags or m3)  

e. Date LCS to be disposed  

f. Vehicle details or contractor that will be transporting the LCS. Note: AWMF staff 
may not be able to unload bulka bags from some types of vehicles. 
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Conditions of disposal:  

 

1. LCS material may be disposed at the AWMF between 8am and noon, Monday to Friday.  

2. LCS will not be accepted during wet weather. Contact the Awaba Waste Management 
Facility on 4921 0778 to confirm if the site is suitable.  

3. To avoid the creation of dust LCS must be completely contained in the bulka bags, provided 
free of charge by Council, or in a covered truck if accompanied by a NATA registered 
laboratory certificate.  

4. If presenting LCS for disposal not in bulka bags, a copy of the NATA registered laboratory 
certification, or Council’s formal confirmation, indicating the lead levels are below 600mg/kg, 
must be provided to the AWMF weighbridge operator.  

5. Proof of identity and address (as per above) must also be provided at the AWMF when 
disposing the LCS.  

6. A completed EPA “Designated Waste Certificate” (included in this information pack, and copy 
attached) must be provided to the weighbridge operator when disposing the LCS.  

7. AWMF staff will inspect each load of LCS using CCTV located at the weighbridge. If a load 
does not visibly comply, it will be rejected.  

8. It is your responsibility to share your name and address with staff at the Facility, as well as 
the nature of the load to ensure correct charges apply.  

9. The charge for LCS is as per the Fees &Charges published on the Lake Macquarie City 
Council website  LMCC - Fees & Charges  

10. If the LCS is presented in bulka bags, Council will unload the bulka bag(s) from your vehicle 
using available plant on site. There may be delays in the unloading process due to plant 
availability. Council will not be held responsible for any delay or damage to vehicles or 
trailers etc during the unloading process.  

11. If during the unloading, a load is deemed to not comply with Council's requirements, for 
example the bulka bag breaks, then the AWMF Site Supervisor will decide how best to 
proceed. This may result in the unloaded portion of LCS having to be removed from site.  

 

Questions:  

Please contact the below if you have any questions regarding the process for the disposal of LCS at 
the AWMF:  

Ben Fairfull 
Group Coordinator Waste Operations  
Phone: 4921 0766 
Email: bfairfull@lakemac.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

Review and evaluation 

This procedure will be reviewed every four years or earlier as required. 
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Attachment 1:  

 
  

 
  



 Procedure - internal 
AWMF Acceptance of lead contaminated soil from the 
Pasminco Lead Abatement Strategy Area 

 

 
  

This is a controlled document.  Before using this document, check it is the latest version by checking it on Council’s intranet. 

Unless otherwise shown, printed or downloaded versions of this document are uncontrolled. 

Version 2 - 27 March 2024 Page 7 of 12 

 

Attachment 2:  
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Attachment 3:  
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